
Agenda Item 11 

1 

 

Sefton Public Engagement and Consultation Panel 
 
Date: Friday 9th July 2021 
 
Title: Proposal to undertake Public Engagement and Consultation Activity 

– Bootle Area Action Plan  
 
Report of:  Ian Loughlin, Team Leader – Local Planning 
 

 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To receive information with regard to the consultation plans being developed 

with regard to the Bootle Area Action Plan 
 
2. Background 
 
2.1 The main purpose of the Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is to 

coordinate and ensure the quality of public engagement and consultation, in 
accordance with the standards for engagement and consultation. 

 
3. Bootle Area Action Plan 
 
3.1 Sefton Council is developing a Bootle Action Area Plan (AAP) Development 

Plan Document to guide the development and investment strategy for the 
wider Bootle area. Once adopted it will form part of the Development Plan for 
Sefton alongside the Local Plan. It is likely to cover a range of issues that have 
a land use component but can also look to address wider factors that influence 
the quality of place in which people live, work, shop, socialise, undertake 
leisure activities and visit. 

 
3.2 The stages in producing an Area Action Plan, as with all planning documents, 

is prescribed in the Local Planning Regulations. The Council also have an 
adopted Statement of Community Involvement which sets out how we engage 
of the preparation of planning document and planning applications.  

 
3.3 However, the importance of the community engagement in the regeneration of 

Bootle is recognised and a more bespoke strategy for engagement is 
necessary to ensure that there is community buy-in to the Bootle AAP. In this 
regard the Council have commissioned Turley to lead on the community 
engagement and document preparation for the Bootle AAP. They have 
produced a Community Engagement Strategy (attached) to set out how 
residents, partners, stakeholders and others will be engaged in the Bootle AAP 
stages.  

 
4.    The Consultation 
 
4.1 The engagement framework for the Bootle Area Action Plan is set by planning 

regulations. This requires three distinct stages of engagement and 
consultation as the document moves from preparation, initial engagement to 
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examination. The three stages are as follows: 
 

• Issues and Options 

• Preferred Options 

• Publication 
 
4.2 The detailed method for engagement is set out in the attached Community 

Engagement Strategy. The method we will utilise for each stage is set out 
within individual chapters of the attached Community Engagement Strategy, 
namely Issues and Options at section 5; Preferred Options at section 6; and 
Publication at section 7. 

 
4.3 The key aim of the Community Engagement Strategy is to provide a range of 

methods to talk to individuals and groups, acknowledging that each has 
different needs and one method will not be suitable for all. Flexibility is built 
into the strategy and there is scope for how we engage to adapt as we 
progress and start the conversation. The broad principle of a planning 
document is that you consult more broadly at the first stage and then build up 
the level of detail in the plan as it progresses. Therefore, the Issues and 
Options stage is often key as this is when stakeholders can have the widest 
input and the level of engagement is more open. 

4.4 The communications plan is incorporated within the attached Community 
Engagement Strategy (specifically paras 5.7 – 5.13 for Issues and Options; 
para 6.7 for Preferred Option; and paras 7.4-7.6 for Publication stage). The 
consultation will be promoted via several channels to ensure accessibility and 
reach in terms of awareness raising and feedback received.   

 
5.      Reporting and Publishing the Findings 

 

5.1 At the end of each consultation stage (i.e. Issues & Options; Preferred Options; 
Publication) a report of consultation will be published and made publicly 
available. This will set out the comments received and how these will be 
addressed, including how they will inform subsequent iterations of the Bootle 
Area Action Plan. 

 
5.2 When the Bootle Area Action Plan is submitted to be publicly examined, one 

of the supporting documents that will be required will be a report of 
consultation which will demonstrate how we have engaged on the Bootle AAP 
from the outset. 

 
 
6. Legal Department Comments 
 
 6.1 Sefton’s Legal Department has considered the consultation plans 

contained in this report and has no comments to make. 
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7. Recommendations 
 
 
7.1 The Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is recommended to: 
  
  a) Appraise the public engagement and consultation plan for the Bootle 

Area Action Plan. 
 
  b) Request that the officers return to the Panel to provide details of their 

feedback and evaluation resulting from the above consultation. 


